
8 ARRAYNC.com

iKreate
Written by Amy Garner

eith Sykes’ 

eyes are 

intense as 

he recounts 

the story of a time he 

almost died. 

“I definitely should 
have been injured worse 

than I was.” He had 

just bought his first car 
and was heading to his 

duty station in Fort Sam 

Houston, Texas from 

New Orleans, Louisiana. 

It was raining, and young 

Keith was sleepy. The 

green soldier nodded 

off in his soft top Geo 

Tracker, overcorrected, 

and ended up crashed 

on the opposite 

side of the road. All 

the skid marks, the 

crossing of traffic, 
the crumbled car…

everything pointed to 

a tragedy. Keith held 

on to this experience. 

Fast forward to 

May 2021, a more 

seasoned, civilian 

Keith is driving near 

Ft. Bragg, minding 

his own business, 

and he faces death 

once again. He 

was leaving work 

one day, heading 

home, probably 

singing along to his 

eclectic playlist. He 

sees a truck in his 

peripheral vision 

moving into his 

lane. He gripped 

the steering wheel 

as the vehicles 

collided. He can 

see the underbelly 

of the truck and 

pieces of his car 

breaking away, as 

he is muscled onto 

the shoulder and his 

car into the median, 

flipping him and 
swinging him around 

back into oncoming 

traffic. Thankfully, 
nothing else hit 

him. He remembers 

looking down at his 

legs during the slow-

motion-moments 

of the collision and 

saying aloud, “God 

please don’t let me 

die.” Once again, 

Keith was shaken, all 

indicators pointing at 
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disaster, but not 

stirred. Once 

again, Keith 

held on to this 

experience. 

Keith credits 

his dual 

survivals on his 

commitment 

to being present in any situation.  

“Maybe that’s what that was, 

in the first accident, and then in 
this accident, giving me another 

chance because I have been so 

faithful with being present. Since 

I have been so serious in that 

practice, honoring the moments 

in life, it has not been taken from 

me.” 

Along with the rest of us Earth 

dwellers, Keith has experienced 

all the Covid things: isolation, 

media overload, masking, etc. 

Like before, he held on to those 

experiences. 

Keith, by trade and by nature, 

is an event planner. In 2020, he 

was in the infant stages of putting 

together an event to highlight 

hip hop, R&B, and spoken word 

here in Fayetteville. Then Covid 

happened. Then Covid kept 

happening...and kept happening. 

Finally, Covid began to loosen 

its grip on the world, restrictions 

began to relax, and Keith, inspired 

by all of these “experiences”, 
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reignited his planning 

efforts for Straight Outta 

Quarantine. 

This celebration of 

conscious experiences 

and connections will 

be August 21 at Studio 

15. It is an “opportunity 

to show up and show 

out”, explains Keith. 

There will be music 

and entertainment by 

way of singer, Jahrese 

DaVinci. “Jahrese is a 

phenomenal, an amazing 

singer. She blew me 

away during her 

audition, and I am 

excited to showcase 

her talent at Straight 

Outta Quarantine.” 

Joining Jahrese 

is DJ Ruckus, 

formerly of 

Fayetteville. 

Catering will 

be provided by 

Heavenly Eats 

and Elite Catering 

and signature 

drinks provided 

by The Traveling 

Bartender. Dress 

code is “fashionably 

fly” with a red-
carpet entrance 
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and photographs 

available. 

“We sold 75 VIP 

tickets, and they sold 

out fast” explained 

Keith. “We could, 

but we are not selling 

a lot of tickets. We 

want this to be a 

unique, intimate 

experience. Everyone 

who comes through 

the door will also 

receive swag.” 

“I want to give 

everyone an 

opportunity for 

people to just “be 

present”, do 

something 

different, see 

something 

different. 

There are intentionally 

no vendors. I want 

people to just enjoy food, 

music, and each other. 

Get dressed up and step 

out. It is all about the 

Experience.”

There are a few General 

Admission tickets 

available. Contact 

ikreateconsulting@

gmail.com for ticket 

information. ~A~

Amy Garner, native 

of Charleston, SC, is a 
freelance writer with 

ARRAY. For more 

information on Amy Garner 

visit the ARRAYNC website.


