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Lumberton is served by Interstate 95 and 
Interstate 74. Lumberton, created in 1787 and 
incorporated in 1859, is the county seat of 
Robeson County and Robeson is the largest 

county in NC by land area.
 Lumberton is located on the Lumber River, 

which was founded by John Willis, an American Revolution officer, in 
1787. Lumber River was developed by the Navy as a shipping point for 
lumber. The logs were guided down river to Georgetown, SC. 
 The Lumber River flows through Lumberton, 
and is designated as a National Wild and Scenic River 
System, and classified as a recreational river as well, 
which includes boating, canoeing, fishing, hunting, 
camping, picnicking, nature study, swimming, biking, 
jogging, crafts, fossil and artifact hunting. The Lumber 
River has a long history of economic significance for the many towns 
located along its banks. The name is derived from the extensive timber 
harvesting and transporting done during the late 1700s. The Lumber 
River and the timber harvesting and transporting is the primary reason 
many of the towns along its banks were settled. 
 The current park headquarters are located on the Princess Ann 
bluff, which was chartered in 1796 as the second town in Robeson 
County, as well as the first inland town which was established by the 
settlers traveling up Lumber River from South Carolina. This location 
for the town was chosen as they knew the town would not be flooded, 
and it provided an excellent landing along the river. The town is 
preserved now as the name of the road that leads to the river. 
 There are three sections of the 115 mile stretch of the river 
that meanders through four North Carolina counties and the section 
is divided into scenic, recreational, and natural. The Lumber River is 
the only North Carolina black water river to earn federal designation 

as a national wild and scenic river. In 1978 the upper 
Lumber River was designated as North Carolina’s 
first recreational water trail. Following in 1981, it was 
established as a national canoe trail and the lower 
Lumber River was designated as a state canoe trail in 
1984. In 1989, the state General Assembly established 
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the Lumber River as a natural and scenic river and a state park.  
 In 1786, Robeson County was created from Bladen County by 
two American Revolutionary War heroes who were residents of the 
area, Colonel Thomas Robeson, and General John Willis.   

Robeson County was named after the Colonel and 
the land for the county seat was donated by General 
Willis and credited with naming the county seat as 
Lumberton.  
Robeson County and Lumberton were a frontier 
destination for white, as well as free families of color 

from Virginia in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Many of 
the free blacks were descendants of white women, who were free, and 
African men, whether slave, free or indentured, from the Colonial years 
when the working class lived and worked near each 
other. 
 The population for the county estimated for 
2019/2020 is around 20,500. The County has a high 
proportion of residents who identify as Lumbee.
 The Lumbee tribe is recognized as a Native American tribe by 
both the North Carolina and Federal government. They do not receive 
federal monies because there is no known treaty between the Lumbee 
Indians and the US government, according to Dr. Ben Chavis. Thus, the 
Lumbee Indians were never defeated in a war or removed from their 
land by the United States government. Native Americans are the third 

largest racial group in Robeson County. 
 Most of the growth in Lumberton took place 
after World War II. During 1947-1950, Lumberton 
fielded a professional minor league baseball team 
in the Tobacco State League, which was affiliated 
with the Chicago Cubs. 
 In 1912, the Robeson County Health Department 

was created and is recognized as the oldest rural health department in 
the nation, with its current headquarters on the outskirts of Lumberton. 
 Lumberton, named as an All-
American City in 1970, and became 
a two-time winner again in 1995. 
This award recognizes that citizens 
work together to identify and tackle 
community-wide challenges and 
achieve uncommon results. ~A~


