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Hamlet is a city rich in 
railroad history and 
beauty in Richmond 
County, NC. 

 The city was founded in the 
late 1800’s when Englishman John 
Shortbridge established a woolen 
and sawmill along Marks Creek. 
Tradition has it that Mr. Shortbridge 

shared, in a conversation with three of his friends, that in his native 
England a small cluster of houses were 
called a hamlet. Therefore, the town was 
named Hamlet. To commemorate the 
naming of the town, the four men planted 
a sycamore tree, which stood until 1946 
when it was cut down to make way for a 
building. 
Hamlet was incorporated in 1897 and 

grew as railroad workers began to settle in the town and businesses 
prospered as the trains on the New York to Florida brought hungry and 
weary passengers to Hamlet. Hamlet became the “Hub of the Seaboard” 

with five Seaboard Railroad lines 
passing through Hamlet with about thirty 
passenger trains coming through daily. 
Hamlet had seven hotels and numerous 
boarding houses and restaurants for all the 
transferring rail passengers.
 The Railroad Passenger Station, built 
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around 1895, is said to be the most 
photographed station in the eastern United 
States. In the 60’s, city license tags 
proclaimed Hamlet as “The Hub of The 
Seaboard.” The National Railroad Museum 
and Hall of Fame is in Hamlet.
 The Annual 

Seaboard Festival, honoring the Seaboard Air 
Line, is a major local event. 
Richmond Community College offers 

educational opportunities, cultural 
enrichment, and workforce development and 
training in Richmond and Scotland Counties. 
John Coltrane, one of the world’s most 
well-known jazz saxophonists and composers, was born in Hamlet 
in 1926. Several local businessmen have renovated the birthplace of 
John Coltrane. Coltrane was the recipient of the Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Another famous person who lived most 
of his life in Hamlet was J. Kenneth 
Lee. Lee was one of the first African 
American students to attend UNC-
Chapel Hill. He was one of the four 
African American students who joined a 
1949 lawsuit that would change history 
and lead to the desegregation of the 
UNC School of Law. Other graduate and 

professional programs followed suit thereafter. Lee was a prominent 
civil rights attorney in Greensboro who practiced five decades. Lee also 
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(910)644-2766
vcarr.insurance@gmail.com

1635 Nova Lane Suite 202B
Burlington NC 27215

Complete Solutions to 
Protect What Matters 

Most

- Final Expense Funding/
Planning

- Income Replacement

- Policies for Minors

- Mortgage Protection

- Creative Retirement Options

- Universal Life
Taking those who are broke 
or broken, plug them into our 
7 STEPS Sales System and 
doubling their income, in the 
first year, through our final 
expense products.
 

ASK ME ABOUT 
OUR FRANCHISE 
PARTNERSHIP 
OPPOURTUNITY!

IF YOU ARE NOT 
EARNING $500/DAY... 

CALL ME.

founded the first Black/African 
American owned Savings and 
Loan in North Carolina, among 
many other accomplishments. 
Hamlet was awarded the All-
American City Award in 1990. 
Hamlet, like many of our other 
“Small Town NC” towns, is full 
of history and beauty. Be sure to 

visit Hamlet sometime soon. 
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