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Tabor City is the southernmost town of 
Columbus County, which is one of North 
Carolina’s largest counties by land area. It 
is located just north of the NC/SC border 

and is about 30-40 miles north of Myrtle Beach, SC 
and 58 miles west of Wilmington, NC. In 1910 the 
population was recorded as 418, and as of 2018 
the estimated population was 4,122. The town has 
shown marked growth in the last 14 years.
Around 1830 the first building constructed of logs 
is what is now the Tabor City Baptist Church. The 
town was named after Mount Tabor Baptist Church 

(now Tabor City Baptist Church), which was named 
about the biblical Mount Tabor. It was organized as a 
town shortly after 1840. Originally named Mt. Tabor, 
the town adopted its current name after postal 
authorities confused it with Tarboro, North Carolina. 
In 1905 the town was officially incorporated. 
Before the arrival of the Europeans it was home to 
the Cape Fear Indians, the Waccamaw Indians and the 
Saponas. The Waccamaws were a peaceful tribe and 
when the Europeans showed up, they withdrew and 

joined the Catawba tribe further West, and some 
joined the Seminoles in Florida.
By the mid-1850’s business activity started in Tabor 
City with a sawmill, turpentine still, grocery store 
and dry goods store. In 1886 The Atlantic Coast 

Line Railroad located a terminus in the town. Tobacco, 
strawberries, shipping containers for strawberries, 
peaches and grapes, and lumber were some of the 
major industries of Tabor City’s earlier days. Due 
to the decline in tobacco and other industries in 
the 1970’s the town now focuses on agriculture, 
light manufacturing, retail and tourism. A large state 
prison provides many jobs for the area. Due to the proximity of the coastal areas of Myrtle Beach and 
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the Brunswick County beaches has led to an 
unexpected growth in the area housing industry.
Once known as the “Yam Capital of the World”, 
Tabor City pays tribute to the area’s sweet potato 
crop with the annual North Carolina Yam Festival 
every fourth Saturday in October. The festival 
celebrates the sweet potato with crafts, train 
rides, classic cars and trucks, arts, and vendors. 
Also, during the Yam festival, an annual art show 
is held, Confederate Re-enactors present a 

recreation of a Civil War camp and a pageant 
is held for various age groups. The annual 
parade is considered a highlight of the festival.
Based somewhat on the success of the fall 
Yam Festival, an annual spring festival was 
inaugurated in 2013, celebrating the Town 
and people of the area. This week-long 
festival offers several activities. High school 
football is very prominent in the fall with 

South Columbus High School football being a 
big part of the community. On the first Saturday 
in September, October, and November you 
will see classic American cruising cars along the 
streets from 5 pm – 8 pm, with food and other 
vendors present. 
Lake Tabor is a 2-acre lake where boating events 
are held as well as monthly Bass Tournaments. If 
you enjoy fishing you can visit the local bait and 
tackle shop, piers, boat launches, picnic areas and 
ball fields. 

While hunting and fishing are popular activities, there are 
also over 100 golf courses within 40 miles of the town. 
Some notable residents of Tabor City are W. Horace 
Carter, newspaper editor, Pulitzer Prize winner, Andrae 
Jacobs, Football Coach, All-American Linebacker at Coastal 
Carolina University, and R. C. Soles, Jr., politician/lawyer, NC 
House 1968–1976, NC Senate 1977–2011, longest-serving 
North Carolina legislator, and Taffy Wright, Major League 
Baseball Player, 1938–1949.
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