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Fairmont, North Carolina is a small rural historic community 
in the southern part of Robeson County, a vanishing slice of 
“Americana”. It is about an hour’s drive from Fayetteville. Located 
off I-95 at Exit 10, it is 
touted as the “Shortest 
Route to Myrtle Beach”.  

In the 2010 census, 
the population was 2,663. 
The population is a 
unique tri-racial mix of the 
African American, Native 
American, and 
Caucasian races. 

Fairmont was 
chartered in 1899 as 
Union City, in 1909 as 
Ashpole and finally in 

1907 as Fairmont. The first settlers to the area had received land 
grants from the Lord’s Proprietors. Most worked in logging and 
naval stores industries producing lumber, turpentine, and pitch for 
ships. A thriving tobacco market was established in the late 1800’s. Railroads followed so these goods 
could be rapidly moved. In the early 1900’s, tobacco 
became king, and Fairmont was considered one of the 
major tobacco markets in the world by the mid-1950’s. 
Due to health concerns farmers have now turned to 
other cash crops such as corn, soybeans, and wheat. 

Famous natives of Fairmont are PGA Golfer 
William McGirt, Writer and Journalist Joseph 
Mitchell, Basketball star Rod Griffin, CBS News 
Reporter Drew Levinson, and Folk Artist 
Sam McMillan.  
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Welcome to "Small Town NC" - a monthly cinematic journey through our proud communities in North Carolina. 
To kick off this section, this month’s feature is our beautiful hometown of Fayetteville, NC!

An array of locals share their love for the community with you in short notes about the place they call “home”, so enjoy the beautiful 
photos and share in the love of the community and enjoy our hometown, Fayetteville, North Carolina. 

ARRAY Magazine’s July Small Town NC Feature is Fairmont, NC! Enjoy the gorgeous photos and share in the historic page-turner of 
Fairmont, NC
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