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The last 4 years, 
depending on your 
current situation 
and what you have 

experienced along the way, may 
have brought with it a number of 
milestones that have 
possibly changed 
your way of life.  
According to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, the national 
unemployment rate 
(as of August 2020) is 
10.2 percent. Millions 
of Americans are 
finding themselves 
out of work, tens of thousands 
of small businesses have closed 
due to hardships caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, and over 
185,000 Americans have lost 
their lives as a result. In my 
opinion, I have never seen the 
United States as divided as it 
is today, and there is a tension 
that is palpable whenever the 

conversation 
steers toward 
race relations, 
politics or the 
current pandemic. 
Whether you are 
white, black or 

other; whether you consider 
yourself Democrat, Republican 
or Independent, you must 
admit that the current climate is 
nothing we have seen in quite 
some time. Eerily these times 
liken themselves to the civil 
rights movement which was a 
decades-long struggle by African 
Americans and their like-minded 
allies to end institutionalized 
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racial discrimination, 
disenfranchisement and racial 
segregation in the United States.

Not only should you vote 
in the upcoming Presidential 
election, it is just as important 
that you vote in your local 
election. There are many 
issues that affect our inner-city 
communities that are driven by 
local elections. Laws, ordinances 
and significant matters that 
affect the average resident are 
impacted by local elections. For 
example, your City Council can 
act on issues that are important 
to college students such as 
pedestrian-friendly roads, 
affordable housing or public 
transportation. State legislatures 
are very productive.  Every 
year they pass bills that have a 
significant influence over what 
you can and can’t do in your 
community. Many of the things 
that we deal with on a daily basis 
are decided at the local level. 
Local taxes fund education and 

school boards have a big say in 
how the money is spent. Local 
prosecutors are considered the 
most powerful people in the 
criminal justice system and they 
decide who goes to jail and who 
doesn’t. This is just a snapshot of 
what should be considered in the 
local elections.

There are obviously 
individuals who consider 
themselves loyal to their political 
party, and are hard pressed to 
vote against it; but it is necessary 
to take a long, hard and honest 
look at the current state of affairs 
in the United States. Are you 
better off now than you were 4 
years ago? Are you concerned 
that the racial climate has 
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been ignited and has driven us 
further apart more than ever? 
The problems we face are not 
Democratic or Republican 
problems. This is a humanity 
issue and can only be solved by 
individuals who are considerate, 
compassionate and 
empathetic. The 
election is fast 
approaching and 
each of us has 
a stake in the 
future of our 
country. We 
cannot sit by 
and continue to 
watch the ship go 
down. International 
relationships are being 
destroyed, our education system 
is being defunded while our 
children are being left to fend 
for themselves. Those of us who 
work hard to make sure that we 
have a life after employment 

aren’t sure if there will be 
anything leftover to live on.

The most important thing 
we can do is vote, not just for 
the President, but for every race 
on the ballot. We must vote in 
this upcoming election as if our 

lives depend on it because 
honestly…they do. 

Crises reveal 
things about 
people and 
government 
that we 
might not 
have noticed 

otherwise. For 
the most part, it is 

easy to justify your 
support for either side 

of the aisle. It is possible to spin 
rhetoric that will justify any 
argument. The truth of the matter 
is the country we know and 
love is on the decline. We must 
decide if we are going to sit back 



and watch it be transformed into 
something barely recognizable, 
or if we are going to exercise 
our right to vote and bring this 
country back to its rightful place 
on the global stage. One that is 
respected worldwide and that has 
a reputation for being the most 
powerful country in the world. 
Make your vote count. ~A~


