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• An Array of Weddings

Choosing your 
Wedding Venue

If you have been following 
my Array of Weddings 
articles, by now you have 
figured out your

wedding budget and picked your 
date and theme (if not be sure to 
check out the previous articles 
for tips). Now it’s time to start 
visiting venues (don’t forget your 
masks - of course). Fortunately, 
Cumberland County and the 
surrounding areas offer a ton of 
beautiful and affordable
options to choose from.

Your wedding venue will be the 
place that you and your guests 
will celebrate your big day. 
With the average wedding day 
lasting at least 8 hours (including 
getting ready, ceremony, cocktail 

and reception), it’s important 
to choose a venue you don’t 
mind spending the day in! When 
considering wedding venues, 
there are typically two types of 
venues to choose from: raw
space and all-inclusive. Some 
venues are a mix between the 
two offering the space and some
amenities.
Raw spaces typically offer the 

space only with tables and chairs 
included in the rental price. 
The couple is responsible for 
bringing in all decor, food, and 
vendors needed for the venue. 
This is a great choice for couples 
who want to have a hand in 
transforming their wedding space 
and even include some DIY 
decor options. Hiring a planner 
to coordinate vendors and set up 
is HIGHLY recommended for 
this option.
The Rainbow Room in 

Downtown Fayetteville is a great 
example of an affordable raw 
wedding space. They offer the 
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space, tables, chairs, and access 
to a kitchen. You can even add 
linens to your package!  

 All-Inclusive wedding 
venues usually offer partial or 
full decor, catering, alcohol, and 
staff! This is definitely the way 
to go if you want to just show 
up. All-inclusive venues ensure 
that everything is ready  for you. 
The Cape Fear Botanical Garden 
is a great choice for couples who 
want an all-inclusive option. The 
venue offers the space, tables, 
chairs, linens, and catering. 
*Added bonus - couples get 
access to the botanical garden for 
their wedding photos! 

Once you have decided on the 
type of wedding venue that is 

right for you, a few other things 
to keep in mind and ask are:
*What is the capacity of the 
venue? Depending on whether 
you are planning a small or large
wedding, you want to make 
sure your wedding venue can 
accommodate your guests. If 
your wedding is only 40 guests, 
for instance, a 300-person 
ballroom may seem too large. On 
the contrary, if you are inviting 
a large crowd, a smaller, more 
intimate space wouldn’t work.
*Is the space wheelchair 
accessible? If you have elderly 
guests or guests with limited 
mobility, be sure to ask if the 
venue has staircases and if 
there is an elevator available to 
accommodate those who may 
need it.  
Besides getting engaged, this 

part of your wedding planning 
process may be the most fun! So 
be sure to visit several different 
venues before deciding and 
enjoy! ~A~


