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Written by Keith Sykes

Prior to this year, 2020 
was synonymous with 
prosperity, focus, and 
clear vision. Almost 

immediately after the year 
began, 2020 carried with it a 
negative connotation. There were 
so many unfortunate incidents 
that occurred, and many of them 
will carry with it not so fond 
memories for years to come. 
The year is ending, and there is 
a long list of memories many 
of us wish we could completely 
erase. The Australian wildfires, 
tensions with Iran, the death of 
Kobe Bryant, the COVID-19 
pandemic, the deaths of George 
Floyd and Breonna Taylor, and 

countless others.
  

   Along with the not-so-good 
moments of 2020, we have 
experienced positive memories 
as well. Drive-in movies made 
a comeback; Americans rushed 
to adopt and foster pets in need 
amid the pandemic; many have 
had the time to read again and 
have seized the moment to 
educate themselves; distilleries, 
large and small, around the 
country used their resources 
to produce badly needed hand 
sanitizer; and health care 
workers and essential workers 
became heroes. Even though 
many businesses crumbled as 
a result of the pandemic, many 

“Your perspective 
will either become 
your prison or your 
passport.” – 

Steven Furtick 
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individuals took the opportunity 
to step out on faith and start new 
businesses.
  It is absolutely necessary to 
recognize 
the 
individuals 
who have 
lost their 
lives due 
to the 
pandemic 
and others 
who have 
become 
unemployed as a result, but for 
those who are fortunate enough 
to be alive and still employed, 
it is about perspective. There 
have been success stories that 
have come out of these times and 
people who have testimonies. 
One of the keys to tough 
times like these is to adapt and 
overcome. Businesses have been 
forced to change the way they 
operate. Employers have been 

challenged to alter the way they 
manage their staff. Schools have 
had to adapt to online learning 
which has created a significant 

impact on 
teachers, 
students, and 
parents alike.
  This 
year will 
undoubtedly 
shape the way 
we navigate 
through daily 
life for some 

time. We have adopted more 
efficient ways to accomplish 
tasks and become accustomed 
to living within very minimalist 
standards. For the most part, we 
have realized the importance 
of not taking little things for 
granted. The current times 
have forced many of us to live 
within our means and to be kind, 
considerate, and supportive of 
others. No matter what your 
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experience has been, how 
you move forward is what is 
important. What has this year 
been for you? Your perspective is 
your attitude toward something, 
your point of view. According 
to Stephen Furtick, “Your 
perspective will either become 
your prison or your passport.” 
This basically means how you 
look at things will confine you 
or place boundaries on you, or it 
will be freeing. 
  I asked this question to some 
of the readers - what has 2020 
represented for you? And here 
are a few of the answers I 
received:
“2020 has given me a new 
sense of perspective. Many 
have chosen to see it filled with 
obstacles, I have chosen to see it 
full of opportunities.” -Kalisha 
Abercrombie Tucker
“2020 has brought hope, love, 
and new beginnings.” -Natasha 
Marie Jackson
“2020 has been a year of 
reflection. It has allowed me to 
appreciate the borrowed time 
we have on earth.” -Ruckus Mel 
Bennett
“I’m retiring.” -Patricia Means
“2020 has been the epitome 
of testing people’s resilience 
and our understanding of 
community.” -To Ni

“Politically, it was the year we 
came to conclusively know 
that the American democracy 
is a delicate proposition. 
Existentially, we came to know 
that viral plagues make human 

life a delicate proposition.” 
-Thomas Adcock
“Unprecedented.” -Tamara 
Mayberry
“2020 has allowed me to be 
creative during the two weeks 
my grandkids came to visit. I 
became the art teacher, chef, 
and driver during long rides to 
nowhere.” 
-Jennifer Baker
“The year of 2020 has been 
a year of revelation and 
opportunity. It has revealed a lot 
about myself and others, and it 
has afforded me the opportunity 
to grow in many areas of my 
life.” -Anissa Short 
“Productive struggle” -Tina 
Swann-Binaxas
“There is a light at the end of 
the tunnel. 2020 represented true 
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definition of not giving up, even 
in the dark.” -Stacey Marie
  No matter what your 
perspective of the year is, we 
must admit that it has been 
tough. It has taken a great deal 
of patience, resilience, and faith 
to navigate the past few months. 
Now what is your game plan 
moving forward? Will you sit 
there and lick your wounds, or 
will you dust yourself off and try 
again? Will 2020 be your prison 
or your passport? Let’s go!
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