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As    See It!
Written by Keith Sykes

    When is the last time you had an 
in-depth conversation discussing racism? 
Was it with individuals of different races? If 
so, did it become heated? For quite some 
time it has been difficult to discuss racism 
or race relations, and for reasons we can 
surely understand. It is very possible that 
those involved in a discussion may find 
themselves on different 
sides of history, and 
their experiences 
may be significantly 
different. Depending 
on education, or lack 
thereof, a person is very 
likely to be carrying 
around preconceived 
ideas related to race 
and their interpretation 
is often based on those 
experiences. Racism is 
not just a few people with racist views, it is 
systemic---engrained in the very fabric of 
our society. In order to see necessary change 
or the dismantling of the systemic pitfalls 
that affect African 
Americans, we must 
have these discussions, 
implement policies that 
discourage, as well as 
punish racist behavior, 
and provide the 
necessary education 
that will transform 
certain mindsets.
 
 According to 
the Declaration of 
Independence, “We 
were all created equal, 
with certain unalienable 
rights. Among these 
are life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness.” For so long, African 
Americans have not been included in the 
ALL. The playing field has been uneven for 
hundreds of years, systems have been put in 
place to prevent our progress, and actions 
were taken to break our spirit, yet we have 
persevered. So, what is it that separates us? 
I mean, other than the obvious color of our 

skin. What causes an 
individual or group to 
feel entitled? Or to feel 
as though their divisive 
thoughts, behaviors and 
actions are justified? Ever 
since the birth of this 
nation, racism has coursed 
through its veins and 
continued to promote 
separatism. Ironically, the 
United States was built 
upon a mentality that 

was anything but united. It was to blame for 
countless deaths and injustices through the 
years that would shape society as we know 
it today.

 
 In order to understand 
where the average 
person’s perspective on 
race comes from, we must 
first understand their 
background and beliefs; 
but how often do we take 
the time to do that? Many 
times we are quick to judge 
individuals based off initial 
interactions, what we were 
taught as a child, or what 
we have witnessed around 
us. The United States has 
a long history of racial 
injustices and as a result 
has caused a collective 
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post-traumatic stress to the African American 
community. In the wake of the numerous 
killings caught on camera, there has been a 
nationwide uprising like never before. Why 
now? The African American plight, for the 
first time in the history of the world, is being 
recognized globally. We must capitalize off 
this momentum. Now is the time to have 
the tough conversations. Now is the time to 
sit down with those who don’t think like us, 
those who take issue with equality, but who 
are willing to engage in civilized dialogue and 
come to a reasonable solution to how we 
will coexist. Now is the time to sit down with 
community leaders and others locally who 
are decision makers and let them know that 
we can no longer operate from 
a disadvantage. 
 
 So, where do we go from here? This 
seems to be a turning point in our nation’s 
battle against racism. Worldwide protests, 
mantras of resistance, and supportive 
statements from across the globe have 
provided a momentum that fuels the cause. 
Martin Luther King Jr. warned of us being “a 
10-day nation,” that moves on too easily to 
the next crisis. It is imperative that we keep 
our foot on the gas. Voting is necessary, but 
it does not stop there. We must be heavily 

involved in local government, have difficult 
conversations that will educate everyone 
on the issues that divide us, and expose 
inequalities that tear us further apart. There is 
so much ground to cover. So many wrongs to 
right, but together we can do this.

Keith Sykes, New Orleans, Louisiana, native is a 
well-respected professional photographer who 
is also heavily involved in the local community. 
Keith provides a monthly column to ARRAY the 
Magazine that will discuss issues affecting the 
local community, and the country as a whole. It 
will tackle controversial subject matter and also 
bring lighthearted topics to the table, in order to 
allow readers the opportunity to step away from 
the heaviness of current events.     
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