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A Friend Indeed

There’s an adage that 
says, “You find out who 
your best friends are 
when you’re down and 

out.” While this may have some 
validity, it is also true that some 
friends are there during both the 
peaks and valleys of one’s life.
 Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries (FUM) is a friend in 
need. Proverbs 18:24 says, “A 
man that has friends must show 
himself friendly; and there is 
a friend that sticks closer than 
a brother.” For decades, this 
organization has scripturally 
fulfilled the role of friend under 
the direction of Mr. Johnny 
Wilson and his team.
 Mr. Wilson hails from 
Landrum, South Carolina, which 
is dubbed as a kind town where 
the possibilities are endless, and 

he typifies that description with 
his kind nature and his ability 
to, along with his staff, create 
endless possibilities for some 
that may feel they have reached a 
roadblock in their life especially 
the countless numbers of youth 
that have been counseled, 
mentored, and served through the 
Fayetteville Urban Ministries’ 
Find-A-Friend outreach.
 One of the most recent 
projects of which Fayetteville 
Urban Ministries (FUM) is 
most proud of is the new Youth 
Enrichment Center. Director 
Johnny Wilson recalls a few 
short years ago when he said, 
“We need our own building.” 

Apparently, Mr. Wilson’s words 
emanated far into the atmosphere 
because the Manning Family 
Find-A-Friend Youth Enrichment 
Center was completed in 2018. 
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A Friend Indeed
 To bring this youth center 
to fruition, in 2017, Fayetteville 
Urban Ministries enlisted the 

help of 
Emmy 
Award 
winning 
actor 
Sterling 

K. Brown to help kick off 
the Build the Dream 
Campaign to raise 
$700,000 to fund 
the construction 
of Fayetteville’s 
first-ever Youth 
Enrichment 
Center. The 
campaign began 
with a great head-start 
thanks to an incredible 
$115,000 donation from 
Fayetteville native, artist, 
and philanthropist J. Cole’s 
Dreamville Foundation. In a 
span of two years and with the 
help of numerous donations from 
individuals and organizations, 
the Manning Family Find-A-
Friend Youth Enrichment Center 
was fully funded and opened its 
doors on December 13th, 2018 

at 610 Whitfield St. Fayetteville, 
NC. “We got the building built 
with no debt. We opened in 
2018, and the kids have their 
own space,” proudly says Mr. 
Wilson.
 Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries’ (FUM) mission is 
to show God’s compassion for 

our neighbors in need, 
and thus build our 

community together, 
and their focus is 
transforming lives 
through FAITH, 
HOPE, LOVE, 
and SECURITY. 

In keeping with 
the mission and 

focus, Mr. Wilson says, 
“We have sent over 60 kids 

to colleges and universities. 
The program is doing so many 
dynamic and unbelievable 
things. All of our partnerships 
have grown tremendously.” 
 With regards to the 
tremendous growth of the 
partnerships, Mr. Wilson 
provides updates on the four 
major partnerships.
Nehemiah Project



The funding has increased 
with the partnership with City 
of Fayetteville (Community 
Development Department), so 

Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries  (FUM) 
can now execute 
home repairs 
for low income 
homeowners 
up to a $10,000 
threshold 

including repairs on modular 
homes. All prospective clients 
must live within the Fayetteville 
City limits.
Adult Literacy & 
Education Center
The Career Readiness and 
Financial Literacy projects 
have really taken off. Citizens 
are securing jobs, learning how 
to follow a household budget, 
securing GED prep, building 
resumes, learning trades, and the 
ESL classes continue to grow.
Emergency Assistance
Through the partnership with 
City and County Community 
Development Departments, we 
can go beyond serving neighbors 
in crisis with food and clothing. 
These partnerships have allowed 
us to assist citizens with wrap-
around financial assistance in 
rent, mortgage, and 
utility assistance.    
Find-A-Friend
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No one could have ever imagined 
the impact of what the 
coronavirus has done to our lives 
and the world around us. The 

quarantines and self isolation only gives a 
glimpse of what aloneness feels like. But 
every setback is also an opportunity to 
recover and a chance to become stronger.  
We have learned to cope and deal with 
difficult and unexpected developments 
and it has lead us to use skills that we 
didn’t know we possessed and has given 
us a passion to move forward despite the 
darkness the viral epidemic has caused.
 This hindrance in our lifestyle 
hopefully has moved on and we have 
realigned ourselves back to our routines 
that bring us comfort.  Yet many have been 
forced to step back and rebuild themselves.  
Many have lost jobs and unemployment 
figures have reached unprecedented highs.  
Many businesses with storied histories, no 
longer exist, creating a new search for life 
and meaning. 
 It may be the closest to 
homelessness and insecurity that we have 
ever sensed before. Insecurities if even for a 
short while lead us to reevaluate once again 
truly what is priority in our life and what we 
can and can’t live without. 
 It’s a plight the needy struggle 
with every day.  The path forward is never 
perfectly straight and unhindered.  You’ve 
encountered doubts, fears and challenges 
before and successfully worked your way 
through them.  But there are times when a 
helping hand, an encouraging word reminds 
us how we can effectively cope with the 
difficulties that hinder us at this moment.   
 In the tough times of life are the 
seeds of great beauty, joy and fulfillment.  
It’s an opportunity for us to rise above our 
selfishness and make a change for the better, 
helping those that have stumbled along life’s 
path to take one positive step. 
 We are His instruments of 
outreach and not forsaking those in need.  
The Honor Card is a marvelous way to 
recognize a friend or family member and at 
the same time impacting a local outreach 
agency to support the needy and homeless 
this season.

You’re Gonna be OK
2020 Honor Card

Blessing to you this Holiday Season.

~A~

Of course, the Youth Enrichment 
Center is a golden achievement, 
and now that the building is here, 
a playground is coming! The 
plan is that by the end of Fall 
2020, a playground will 
be installed.
 Giving continues to 
begat giving, and this notion is 
embodied through people that 
decide to offer a helping hand 
to the mission of Fayetteville 
Urban Ministries. “We probably 
average a person a week, who 
comes to our facility to try to 
get involved. For us and for 
the community, the help; and 
support of volunteers are dreams 
that have just come true,” says 
Director Johnny Wilson. Mr. 
Wilson is quite appreciative 
of the hard work given by his 
very strong board of directors. 
Regarding the board, Mr. Wilson 

says, “They come together; 
they’re hands-on, and they 
believe in giving time, talents, 
and treasures to us at Fayetteville 
Urban Ministries.”
 The onset of the 
pandemic has semi-altered the 
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manner business is conducted at 
Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries (FUM) in 
the sense of ensuring 
the safety and 
health of staff and 
clients. However, 
the ministry of 
helping has by no 
means been met 
with any roadblocks. 
“COVID-19 has 
been bittersweet 
because it has 
actually allowed 
folks to do a lot of self-
assessment, empathize, and see 
what others are going through. 
We have been able to really 
internalize and see what others 
are going through in the most 
positive way. We’ve seen people 
laid off, lose jobs, and businesses 
go down. Then we’ve also seen 
people with a larger treasure 
box step up more. They have 
contacted me to say, ‘What 
can we do?’” gratefully shares 
Mr. Wilson. Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries (FUM), who has 
always been a friend to others, 
has really been able to see who 
its authentic friends are at the 
time of this pandemic.
 To maintain the safety 
and health of its staff and clients, 
Mr. Wilson asserts, “There 
are temperature checks daily, 

ongoing sanitization, and masks 
on campus. We keep 
safe distances as well. 
We have not shut 
down at all. Now, we 
are by appointments.” 
Clients still get food 
from the food pantry. 
Anyone seeking 
rental and utilities 
assistance must set 
up a time to do so. 
To try to maintain 
a semblance of 
continuity for the 

kids and the kids’ programs, 
the summer achievement camp 
was hosted this past summer. 
“Normally, we host 60-70 kids, 
but we cut back to 20, and we 
alternated days. Of course, 
everyone kept their proper 
distance, frequently sanitized, 
and wore their masks,” says 
Director Johnny Wilson. To 
maintain the Adult Literacy 
Program, clients may still come 
in to build job skills and resumes 
by appointment while adhering 
to all safety precautions.
Upcoming Events 
The Holiday Honor Cards 
are far-reaching fixtures that 
scores and scores of supporters 
look forward to each year as 
an ongoing Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries project. Director 
Wilson says, “We hope we’re 
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able, in November, to do 
our annual Holiday Honor 
Card event. If COVID is still 
around, we will still go on with 
the Holiday Honor Cards by 
marketing online, allowing 
for cards to be picked up, and/
or having them mailed. We 
hope during the Spring of April 
2021 to be in partnership for 
the Spring Dogwood Festival, 
and this will be the Boss Toss 
Challenge which is a cornhole 
tournament. Also, in June of 
2021, we plan to hold the 25th 
Annual Fayetteville Urban 
Ministries Golf Classic presented 

by the Wade Hardin Plumbing. 
He has always been the chair of 
our golf committee for 
several years.”

   www.fayurbmin.org
Fayetteville Urban Ministry (FUM) Main Site
701 Whitfield St
    910-483-5944
FUM Youth Enrichment Center
610 Whitfield St
   910-483-4661
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