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In commemoration of 
the 100th anniversary 
of the passage of the 
19th Amendment 
which guarantees 
and protects the 
constitutional right of 
women to vote, it is a 
celebratory feat that 
50% of the Fayetteville 
City Council is 
comprised of women.
 
 One of 
these women in 
local leadership is 
Fayetteville City 
Councilwoman, Kathy Keefe Jensen, who 
serves as Mayor Pro Tem. Although she 
represents District One, she is here to serve 
the totality of the people of Fayetteville 
which is a city that she loves, grew up in, and 

returned to in order to raise her family, start her 
own business, and make a difference within 
the community.
 
 Kathy, along with her husband, LTC 
Jerry Jensen, and their children, is proud to 
call Fayetteville home. Given its tremendous 
growth and diversity, Kathy has practical advice 
for anyone who is thinking of moving to the 
Fayetteville area. “Be open and take advantage 
of everything that Fayetteville has to offer. There 
is a lot to do; you just have to be willing to go 
out and do it. We are a very accepting city. We 
are also a very giving city,” says Kathy.
 
 Giving is one of the collective service 
values of the members of the council, and one 
of the projects of which Kathy is most proud is 
the growth and revitalization of the Fayetteville-
Cumberland Youth Council (FCYC). “It has been 

in existence since 2014, and 
those children are still calling 
me asking what is going on 
and what can we do. I know 
the Youth Council changed 
lives for the better. We are 
putting out some very smart 
children. Our children’s job 
is to have hope; our job is to 
give them the opportunity.” 
One of the most recent 
projects includes a newly 
finished skateboard park. 
Splash Pads have also 
been implemented. “My 
commitment is to make 
Fayetteville a better place 
to live for everyone. I want 

people to love living here,” says Kathy. 
 
 The commitment to making Fayetteville 
a better place and to creating lasting legacies 
began long before her election to the 
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Fayetteville City Council. Having 
graduated from Pine Forest High 
School, Kathy wanted to be sure that 
all children who matriculated through 
the county schools were able to 
have access to necessary resources. “I 
was once known as the PTA Mom,” 
says Kathy. In addition to working 
on behalf of the schools, she serves 
as a member of Saints Constantine 
and Helen Greek Orthodox Church. 
“I was the youth ministry president 
for about six years, and that was one 
of my best volunteer 
jobs,” reflects Kathy. 
She has also served in: 
Daughters of Penelope, 
Women’s Giving Circle, 
and the Military Wives 
Officers’ Club to name 
a few. 
 
 Kathy knows 
the value of hard work 
and building a legacy. 
When she was six 
years old, Kathy began 
working in her family’s 
business. As a local 
business owner, Kathy would 
share these words of wisdom 
with small business owners. “I 
would tell small business owners 
to stay focused, stay consistent, 
and treat your customers right.” 
She also encourages customers 
to see what Fayetteville has to 
offer and give Fayetteville 
a chance.
 
 Giving Fayetteville a 
chance is exactly what Kathy has 
done as an entrepreneur. She has 

been the owner of An Affair 
to Remember: Prom, Pageant, 
and Formal Wear for 15 years. 
Her passion for hard work, 
working in her family’s business 
which was the Trophy House, 
and seeing others enjoy their 
chosen product from her store 
is what became Kathy’s passion 
behind opening her business. 
“It was always my dream to 
have this type of business, and 
when I turned 40 years old, I 
opened the doors of An Affair 
to Remember,” says Kathy. 

 
 Kathy hosts an annual fashion show, 
and her clients are her participants. “Going 
into my third year in business, I started 
having a full fashion show to show off our 
beautiful dresses.  It has grown into a major 
event, with over 100 models and a 12-piece 
band for entertainment and dancing.” The 
purpose of the fashion show is to thank the 
community for their patronage and to boost 
the self-esteem of the participants and of 

those in the audience. “At my 
shop, clients can buy a range 
of sizes from a double zero 
to a size 30. The confidence 
that these girls and ladies 
get from walking across the 
stage always brings tears 
to my eyes. It is all about 
empowering women,” 
says Kathy.
 
 During the fashion show, 
Kathy hosts a Women of 
Power Segment which has 
featured: the Police Chief, 
the City Attorney, Judges, 
a General, and many more 
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powerful women. “These female leaders go 
backstage and talk to the young girls about 
their leadership experiences and how we 
as women can make things happen,” says 
Kathy. The fashion show for 2021 is still in the 
planning phases due to COVID-19, but more 
information will soon be made available. 
 
 Kathy agrees that “Fayetteville is 
light years ahead on a lot of things, and we 
are moving Fayetteville forward.” Given the 
temperature of the world relative to policy 
reform, race relations, and so much more,  
Kathy is aware that changes need to be 
made, and the youth are in a great place to 
be the agents of change. “I really believe that 
if people can start having conversations, we 
can move to a better place. We have to sit 
and listen to each other. I think the upcoming 
generation is more in tune,” says Kathy. She 
also believes, “If women would stick together 
and stay focused, we could heal a lot 
of heartache.”

An Affair to Remember: Prom, 
Pageant, and Formal Wear
5407 Ramsey St.; Fayetteville, 
NC 28311
     (910) 486-5323
     www.aatrnc.com
Facebook, Instagram, SnapChat, 
TikTok, and Twitter: @LifeIsAnAffair
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