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Gimme 5: 

Written by Ebony M. Walker

With Thanksgiving 
quickly 
approaching, 
families across the 

country are asking one question: 
“What are we doing for the 
holidays?”

It’s no secret that the words 
“pandemic” and “quarantine” 
have changed life as we know it. 
Unfortunately, these words will 
also impact how we celebrate 
our holidays - you know - those 
family get-togethers with dozens 
of relatives. These are the ones 
filled with children playing 
outside, men gathered around the 
television watching football, and 
the women catching up in the 
kitchen. We may not be able to 
have the celebrations we desire, 
but there are still many ways 
to give thanks! After all, that’s 
what Thanksgiving is about. 
Here are five ways to celebrate 
Thanksgiving with your family 
and friends this year!

1. Give Others a Reason to 
be Thankful – The homeless 
population is ever-present. 
Because shelters can’t house or 
cater to large crowds, many in 
the community will go without a 
meal. Consider being intentional 

about giving others a reason 
to smile. Fill a sturdy Ziploc 
bag with essential toiletries 
and hand them out with to-go 
plates. Something as simple as 
sandwiches, chips, and fruit goes 
a long way, but if you can safely 
provide a hot meal, please do!

2. Mini Pumpkin Hunt – 
Synonymous with the popular 
“Easter Egg Hunt,” make this 
Thanksgiving fun by hiding 
mini-pumpkins throughout the 
yard. Allow the children and the 
adults to partake in the fun. At 
the end, decorate the ones you 
find or make yourself a pumpkin 
pie! 

3. Movies on the Lawn – 
Many families like to go to the 
movies during the holidays. 
Unfortunately, most theaters 
are closed or opening at very 
minimum capacity. Why not 
bring movie night to your own 
yard? You can do a lot with a 
projector screen, popcorn & 
candy, and inflatable chairs or 
beanbags! You could even set up 
blankets and tents. Create a real 
movie theatre with a snack stand 
and invite the family for a night 
under the stars!

Thanksgiving Style!
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4. Harvest Bowling 
Tournament – Go to your local 
hardware store and find yourself 
some hay bales. Turn them into 
bumpers using the driveway, 
sidewalk, or any paved area. The 
hay will create the lanes. Then 
grab yourself some pins and a 
ball. You can find them online 
and at most retail stores. The 
plastic set will do, especially 
if smaller children will be 
involved. Divide the family into 
teams and make sure you keep 
score!

5. Let the Hat Decide – Who 
doesn’t like a little spontaneity 
in their lives? With this fun 
favorite, let each family member 
write down something “fun” on 
a piece of paper. Fold the pieces 
and place them in a hat – any ol’ 
hat will do! From there, choose 
the events of the day – one at 

a time. It can be as simple as 
going fishing, cooking together, 
taking a nice walk downtown, 
or even any of the previous four 
suggestions on this list! 

Food is always in order, so 
please feel free to make those 
famous recipes passed down 
OR create a new trend with new 
favorites. Whatever you choose 
to do, make it fun and make it 
family! Of course, stay safe. 
Happy Thanksgiving to you all. 
Don’t forget just how blessed 
you truly are.
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